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What  is  machair? 

Machair  is  a  flat,  sandy  plain  sandwiched  in  between  the  beach  and  hills. 

Machair systems have been farmed for thousands of years. 

The  traditional  methods  of  farming  results  in  huge  diversity  of  wildflowers,  

 pollinating  insects,  ground  nesting  birds  and  more. 

Machair is unique to Ireland and Scotland, nowhere else in the world can these habitat systems be found. 

www.lifeonmachair.ie 

http://www.lifeonmachair.ie/


           

 

- -Three main pressures: Grazing (over or under) Recreational Predation 

Grazing management 
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- -Three main pressures: Grazing (over or under) Recreational Predation 

Recreational pressure 

Egg loss due to trampling 

and pressure from dogs 
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           - -Three main pressures: Grazing (over or under) Recreational Predation 

Predation 
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Below are just some of the actions that have been put in place by the LOM team and implemented by farmers. 

Many of the actions are repeated at each site. 

Every action is tailored in scale and need for each specific site and its conservation requirements. 

Common blue, green washed fritillary and small heath butterflies, relying on healthy, well managed machair. 
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           Multiple meetings, walks, quizzes and knowledge sharing across the sites and communities. 
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     Land reclamation and natural coastal defence 

Farmers showing project stakeholders the extent of land reclaimed 

A section of the land saved thanks to farmers actions Seaweed trials to promote regeneration, www.lifeonmachair.ie 
seaweed on left, none on the right 
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         Recreational pressure from vehicles addressed by vehicle barriers and monitoring 
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             –Serious commitment to the cause erecting temporary fences beside the lagoon at Roonagh 
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      Recreational pressures addressed with boulders and signage 
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Largest temporary fence in the country, perfected by LOM team and erected by local farmers 

From 1 pair of lapwing s pre fence 

to over 20 pairs this year! 
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Farmers transported and erected chestnut fencing to limit 
grazing and re build sand dunes on the Inishkea s 
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Great yellow bumblebee and other pollinators monitored across all sites 

The Mullet peninsula supports the last 

population of Great Yellow Bumblebees 
Image ©Karina Dingerkus 

Some of our pollinator monitors counting as they go, 

under the watchful eye of 6 spot burnet moths 

Large carder bee, also under 
www.lifeonmachair.ie threat across the country 
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The Mullet community got involved by creating this 

spectacular quilt evoking memories of machair 

Eithne, project lead, showing visitors 

from Muir is Tir , Scotland, 
some of LOM s work www.lifeonmachair.ie 
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Electric collars, facilitated by the program, in use at Magheragallan to help manage sward height in winter 

The result lapwing chicks! 

www.lifeonmachair.ie 

http://www.lifeonmachair.ie/


                

                 

Farmers trialed ploughing under license to set rye as a winter fodder for the cattle. 

This is very common in Scotland, was done on a much smaller scale in Ireland in the past. 
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Local school children trialing the junior scorecard developed as part of the LOM education pack 

Young keen eyes were the first to find the 

tiny small blue butterfly on the machair 

Local teachers on a department of 

education approved course, learning 

how to teach their students www.lifeonmachair.ie 
about machair systems 

http://www.lifeonmachair.ie/


        

    

    

  

–

Farmers putting cattle on Lurgabrack in September to 

manage the sward for summer 

The result spectacular 

flowers and pollinators 
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              - - -5 x 5 meter trial areas on all sites to demonstrate over grazing, under grazing and just right 
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Follow us on Instagram and Facebook 

Sign up for our newsletter 

Test your knowledge by taking our quiz 
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